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 Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary 

Partnership with State of Florida 

 

1990 - Congress passed Florida Keys 
National Marine Sanctuary Protection Act 

  

1997 - Management Plan, Zoning Scheme, 
and Regulations Implemented 

 
2001 - Tortugas Ecological Reserve added 
 



Understanding a Changing Ecosystem: 

Caribbean Decline 

White Band Disease 

Bleaching 

Diadema Die-off 

Bleaching 

FKNMS 

Adapted from 

Gardner et. al 

2003 



Understanding a Changing Ecosystem 
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Engaging the Community 

Florida Keys Bleach Watch Program 

Å Train and coordinate volunteers. 

Å Report on occurrence or absence of 

coral bleaching. 

Å Synthesize observation data with 

NOAAôs ñCoral Reef Watchò and ñCoral 

Health and Monitoringò data. 

Å Predict when conditions are favorable 

for coral bleaching. 

Å Provide information to resource 

managers. 

Funded by NOAAôs Coral Reef Conservation Program.  Implemented in partnership with Mote 

Marine Laboratory.  



Informing the Public 



Looking Forward:  Sanctuary Advisory Council  

Leads Planning Efforts 

Community-based advisory group providing advice to 

Florida Keys NMS Management.   

 
Å Boating Industry 

Å Elected County Official 

Å Citizens at Large (3)  

Å Conservation (2) 

Å Research 

Å Education  

Å Tourism (2) 

Å Diving (2) 

Å Charter Fishing (2) 

Å Commercial Fishing (2) 

Å Recreational Fishing 

Å Cultural Resources 

Å10 Non-Voting Local, 

State and Federal Agency 

Representatives  



Informing Management Decisions 

FKNMS Marine Zoning and Regulatory Review Process 

Sanctuary Advisory Council Principle 

Information on resilient reef areas that can serve as refugia 

should be taken into account in zoning changes. 

 

Ecosystem Protection Working Group (subset of goals) 

Å Recommend new or modified ecological reserves to ensure 

protection of a diversity of resources; 

ÅEnsure the FKNMS zoning schemeé..protects areas that 

represent diverse habitats as well as areas important for 

maintaining natural resources and ecosystem functions. 



Informing Management Decisions 

Ecosystem Protection Working 

Group Recommendation 

Å Create a new marine zone at East 

Turtle Shoals 

Å Informed by presence of: 

o Resilient reefs 

o ESA listed coral species 

o High stony coral richness 

o High fish species richness 



Informing Management Decisions 


